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not logically inevitable conclusions from absolutely certain premises. The 
author claims to have shown only that the essential features of the Christian 
conception of God are in no wise discredited by the teachings of modern 
science. " God is the postulate of a soul that finds the world without God 
utterly dark and unintelligible" (p. 162). The moderation of the author's 
claims, his fairness toward all opponents, and his ready acknowledgment of 
all that is good intellectually, morally, and religiously in other theories cannot 
fail to win the respect of open-minded readers of all schools of thought. 

The remaining two-thirds of the work has no direct bearing on philosophy. 
Book II, "The Historical Preparation for Christianity," gives an admirable 
account of Hebrew religion and Old Testament literature as constructed by 
modern scholarship. Book III, "The Christian Origins," does the same for 
the teachings of Jesus and the literature of the New Testament. The 
same readiness which we found in the first book to accept the results of 
natural science, is manifest in the second and third in accepting the con- 
clusions of scientific criticism. Colleges that give courses in Apologetics or 
Christian Evidences, and that wish to present the subject in the light of 
modern thought and from the point of view of liberal orthodoxy, will find 
this an excellent text-book. F. C. French. 



A Guide to the Knowledge of God. A Study of the Chief Theodicies. 
By A. Gratry, Professor of Moral Theology at the Sorbonne. Trans- 
lated by Abby Langdon Alger. Boston, Roberts Brothers, 1892. — 
pp. xi, 469. 

This work, by the late Father Gratry, is written from the standpoint of 
Catholic Philosophy. It was crowned by the French Academy, and has 
passed through many editions in France. " In order to bring the two 
volumes of the original within the compass of a single larger volume in the 
translation, the superfluous appendices and some of the foot-notes containing 
the texts rendered by the author in the body of his work, have been omitted. 
The prefaces to the first three editions, abounding with personal and local 
references, as well as a long and polemical Introduction, have likewise been 
left out." The treatment falls into two parts, the first being a sketch 
(colored by a good deal of polemical matter) of the chief theodicies offered 
in the history of human thought, and the second an independent discussion 
of the whole subject, critical and constructive. It should be noted that 
< Theodicy ' is used in the widest possible sense so as to describe the entire 
doctrine of God, and especially the proofs of the divine existence. The 
authors whose views on these subjects are discussed at length are Plato, 
Aristotle, Saint Augustine, Saint Anselm, Saint Thomas Aquinas, Des- 
cartes, Pascal, Malebranche, Fe"nelon, Petau and Thomassin, Bossuet, and 
Leibniz. The main conclusions reached are these: (1) "The demonstration 
of the existence of God is the supreme achievement of a general process of 
the reason, of which the infinitesimal methods of geometry are but a special 
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application." " The whole process, the entire proof, consists in rising from 
the finite to the infinite by the negation of the limits of the finite, and in 
proceeding thus from everything to God, because, according to Saint 
Thomas Aquinas, everything exists in God infinitely, or God is everything 
eminently. We apply to the finite this process of elimination, which gives 
us the idea of the infinite; that is, the idea of God, which, so soon as it is 
obtained, of itself proves that God exists. This process has the precision 
of geometrical processes, since the infinitesimal process of geometry is 
itself but a special application of it to the geometrical finite or infinite " 
(pp. 343-4). (2) In the language of Saint Thomas, " there are two degrees 
of truth in the divine intelligible: one attainable by the search of reason, 
and the other which transcends its efforts . . . this distinction relates only 
to the human understanding, which has two modes of knowing God. This 
distinction may be otherwise stated as the distinction between Faith and 
Reason." Whatever in the history of philosophy refuses to fit into this 
schematism, is condemned as being not philosophy but " sophistry." 

James Seth. 



Evolution and Man's Place in Nature. By Henry Calderwood, 
LL. D., F. R. S. E., Professor of Moral Philosophy, University of Edin- 
burgh. London and New York, Macmillan & Co., 1893. — pp. xvi, 349. 

In the present volume the author undertakes a discussion of man's place 
in nature. This is a problem that is forced upon us anew by modern 
biology, in particular by the theory of evolution. The central thought of 
the book is that man has a dual nature. As far as the physical organism 
is concerned, all is to be explained by evolution ; but from this source we 
obtain no explanation at all of the rational and spiritual life of man. Again, 
those who represent body and mind as only two sides of the same thing, 
see only what biology presents to view, — organism, its laws and functions. 
This view does not allow for the governing power of intelligence, the grand 
distinction of humanity. The author endeavors, first, to explain clearly the 
theory of evolution in its present highly developed condition ; second, to 
show the limits of its application, and to vindicate the rational and spiritual 
life of man as he understands it. (A review will follow.) E. A. 

Zur Herrschaft der Seek. Von Paul Robert. Freie Blicke in die 
Vergangenheit, Gegenwart und Zukunft des Menchengeschlechts. Leip- 
zig, O. Wigand, 1892. — pp. vi, 93. 

This little pamphlet is simply a sermon, which takes the growth of social 
democracy in Germany for its text and preaches. It obtains a certain 
amount of interest from the fact that it seems more or less to reproduce the 
ideas of the present rdgime in Germany, to which its panacea for the 
present ills, vis., 'more state-interference,' will doubtless commend itself 



